Community and Governance Meeting
9th April 2026
Appendix CG203

Outside bodies Report

Grove School Community Steering group – Councillor Tim Manton
Met 06th February, present were the Headmaster, Deputy Head, members of various Market Drayton groups and the Police.
The group had a wide-ranging discussion about individual interests and priorities, which were collated to then inform the updating of the strategic plan, so that it is focused on a three-year development. 
Discussed was the possibility of the newly formed school parliament passing a bill, focused on shop-keeper commitments for shopfronts and dereliction. Mitch stated that he wants this to happen and for the school parliament to be actively making big decisions. 
Next meeting 17th April

Market Drayton Community Covenant otherwise known as the Community Power Act - Councillor Tim Manton
Met 18th March & April 8th 
In essence the concept is to give communities more control over their spaces, services and spending decisions which shape their places and futures, through a Community Power Act.
The Community Power Act is a vision for genuine partnership-working between councils and communities – and for the devolution of power both to local government and local people
The launch project being the creation of a Community and Family Hub is going ahead with the soft launch being on 15th April, the Community and Family Hub will be based at the Festival Drayton Centre and be operational Wednesdays 10am – 5pm. 
The Market Drayton and Rural Parishes Community and Family Hub will be a welcoming, friendly and supportive place/spaces where our community can share their problems and know that someone will do their best to help.
The Hub will be accessible and wide reaching in its delivery approach. Whilst the hub will have priority areas, it will be a caring space offering guidance and support at whatever stage people are within their life-journey.
The hub will build a happier, healthier and more connected community.

Active Market Drayton - Councillor Tim Manton
Met on 2nd March & 17th March
The group which is focussing on the redevelopment of the Greenfields sport site including facilities at the Grove School is making solid progress.


Agreement and 99% of funding has been secured for a 2G pitch at the Grove School which will see a community sports facility at this site, particularly for sports such as hockey & netball etc, which currently have to go elsewhere to train/play. 
This is phase 1 of the Greenfields redevelopment.
The stepping down of the MDSA Chair has since seen the group have a positive meeting with representatives of the clubs at Greenfields which will invariably see a re-focussing of the project.  
Next meeting 13th April
