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Town Centre Working Group

Agenda

Friday 22nd May 2026, 10am, Council Office


Present: Cllrs Cartwright, Manton 


1,   To receive apologies

Received from Cllrs: Groves and Sharp

2. To recap on work undertaken

The frequency of the inspections has reduced.  An inspection was carried out last September but the letters were not delivered.

The inspections of the buildings and street scene are important; it provides a method of trying to encourage property owners to improve their properties and recording street scene issues with Shropshire Council.

A discussion took place about improving the momentum of the group and how to encourage more involvement.  It was agreed that the chair needs to be someone who has the time and capacity to attend the inspections and record the information.

It was discussed that Councillor Groves would be a suitable chair for the working group. 

3. To discuss the current terms of reference

Terms of reference were agreed. 

4. To discuss the method of inspection and recording inspections and whether this should be changed.

A discussion took place about the two different inspections.  It was agreed the building and street scene should be done separately.

Building Inspections
It was agreed that the current spreadsheet has become too large.  The clerk to look at producing something similar to the current spreadsheet which is more user friendly.  Issues to be categorised as:
 
red - critical/immediate danger
amber - medium, repairs necessary not urgent, 
green, low, routine maintenance. 

Any urgent issues will be reported direct to Shropshire Council.

Street Scene Inspections
Reporting issues via fixmystreet was discussed.  Previously, all issues from the inspection were submitted by Councillors using the admin email address for updates; it was agreed this was the most effective way to continue.

The inspections will be to record faults, not necessarily cosmetic issues.  
	
 	How to capture the responses and chase issues was discussed.  The Clerk and Administrator to produce a simply recording system for issues. 

The possibility of asking some residents to ‘buddy’ up on the inspection was discussed; to be explored in more detail if there is not enough councillor support.

It was suggested that a briefing sheet be produced to help explain the inspection process.

5. Communication arrangements.

It was discussed at the last meeting that Councillors would talk to shop keepers/ owners when inspecting properties. This remains a good idea. 

6. To arrange the date of the next inspection.

One of each inspection to be arranged over the next two months to try and get back on track.

The building inspection to take place on Wedesday 3 June at 10am.  

The street scene inspection to be on Saturday 13th June. 

There is a Councillor stall at the Artisan Market on the Saturday and a litter pick in the afternoon.  Councillors to take turns manning the Councillor stall and carrying out street scene inspections.  The three different activities to be classed as a Councillors Day of Action.

It was agreed to confirm appointment of a new chair at the next meeting.
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