Community & Governance Committee
2 July 2026
Appendix CG038a
The Zone Working Group
29 April 2026, at the Zone Community Building
NOTES

Present:  Cllrs Aldcroft, Groves, Hughes and  Town Clerk.
George Hounsell, 4 All Foundation, Andy Haller and Carly   Shropshire Council

1. Apologies
None

2. Update on Activities
George shared details of the activities at the Zone and the groups currently using the facility.  The new Community fridge is proving to be a success.
There has been a reduction in incidents, this is mainly due to the work being done by  Andy and Carly who run a youth club at the Zone every week and carryout detached youth work in the town.

3. Fencing 

The temporary fencing is still in place at the back of the Zone to stop young people from throwing stones into residents gardens.

Conversations have previously taken place about erecting a fence around the whole of the Zone building.  This was put on hold following discussions with Longlands School about their plans to relocate the school entrance.
Movement is slow regarding the new school entrance and with summer approaching a further discussion took place about the fence and where it should be erected.
The youth workers felt that having a fence all around the building would stop young people accessing the building, their preferred option was to erect a fence at the back of the building.  If the fence went around the back and then included the side entrance it would provide a safe space for young children to play outside of the Zone.
It was agreed that if the Town Council progress with the installation of a fence it would only be at the back and side of the building.  No action to be taken at this time until Marches Academy provide an update on timescales for their project.
