Market Drayton Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

The audit of accounts for Market Drayton Town Council for the year ended 31 March 2026 has
been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for inspection by any local
government elector of the area of Market Drayton Town Council on application to:

Mrs Kate Harvey — Assistant Clerk / RFO
Town Hall,

18 Frogmore Road,

Market Drayton,

Shropshire,

TF9 3AX.

Inspection rights may be exercised:
Monday to Friday
Between 09.00 — 13.00

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £0.00 for each copy of the Annual
Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by:  Mrs Kate Harvey, Assistant Clerk / RFO

Date of announcement: 4 September 2026




Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Cauncils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not excesd

£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000

or less but that:
+ are unable to certify themselves as exempt {fee payable); or
« have requested a limited assurance review (fee payahle)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Praciices.

. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
+ Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, bafore approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An autherity with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with

neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is

requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by amail or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sectiens 1 and 2, together with

+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
» an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

» natification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Gavernance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor

Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the

authority website/webpage:

—— Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:
+ Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited;
+ Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

+ Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

+ Notice of conclusion of audit
« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
+ Sections 1and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It

is recommended as best practice. to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interestsd
pames that ycu also publtsh the Annual Internal Audxt Reporf page 3

'fcr a Pompfete ifs! of bce‘;es tna; may be smaller authonitias rufsr fo scﬁedu!e 2 m fhe Laca.' Audit and Accounrab.'fn‘y Acf 701 4
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper

Practices ara found in the Praclitioners’ Guids® which is updated fram time to time and contains sverything

needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be appravad by the authority and properly initialled.

« The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual

Governance Statement and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming It to the external

auditor by emall or post (not both) no later than 30 Juns 2026

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section

2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to

the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single peried of 30 working days for

inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 warking days of July

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or

Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make surs that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all

the bank accounts, If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank

racaonciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box

8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide™.

Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed

accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the

reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

+ Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

Make sure that the accounting stafemants add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year

(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ), on behalf of the authority. must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include tha first 10 working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the infarmation required by Regulfation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

O DICLIO e g d < d o O =
All sections Have all highlighted boxes have besn completed? Vs il
Has all additiona! information requested, including the dates set for the period i !
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor? ..
Internal Audit Report | Havaall highlighted boxes beencompleted bythe internal auditarand explanations provided? 4 _
Section For any-statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published? = [
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements befors / :
presentation fo the authority for approval? | .
Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements bean canfirmed /
by the signature of the Chair of the aporoval meeting? A
Has an explanation of significant variations bean published where required? . !/ b
Has the bank reconcilistion as at 31 March 2028 been reconciled to Box 87 ey
Has an explanation of any difarence between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided? j f I
Sections 1and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the autharity as 3 body corporate is 2 /
sole managing trustee? NB: do nat send trust accounting statements unless raquested.

*Gavernance and Accounta
cai
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

During the fitancial yeer snded 31 March 2026, this authorlly's infamal auditor acting independently and on the
mﬁmmdﬁ.mwammammmmmm
conitols in operalion and obiained appropriate evidenca from fhe authority.

The intemal audit for 202526 has been carvied oul i accordance with this authorily's needs and plenned coverage
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, e intemal sudit conclusions are summarised in this tabie. Sel
mmmmmdmmmmmhmwmmm.nd
WMMWMMWMWmmmuEWW
to meet the needa of this aulfwdy.

B. This suthorily complied with s frencal reguistions, payments were supported by mvoices. afl
axpenditure was approved and VAT was aporopratedy accountad for.

C. This aulhosily assessed fhe significant risks o aciieving is objectives and reviewed ihe adeguacy
of amangemanis o manage fese.

D. The precepl or railes requitement Tesulisd from an adequate budgetary Drocess: prigress 2gams!

E. Expected incoms was fily meceived . based on corred proes, properly reconted and promafly
ponked; sod VKT wes sppropristely accourded lon

| F. Cash payments wens propesly supporied by receipls afl cash supendifure was approved and

l VAT appropniately sceounted for

G. Saiaries o empioyees snd sivaances tn membars wers paid 0 aceordance with this authority's { -
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requiremernds were property apglied 2t

H. Asgel and ivestments regisfers were comtpleta and scourste and properly maintzired

1 Pericdic bark account reconclicions were properly carmed o dunng the yesr,

A | mmmmmeWmmmmmﬁw !
2nd payments o income and expenciture). agreed v the cash book, supporied by an adequata st |

| wai vom undevlying records and where sppropniate deblors and mediors wers properfy recoded. o Gos

| K. ¥ the autharly cerified iself as axsmpt Yom 2 imded asswrance evew n 2024/25 4 met e

sxarrgtion oiera and corecly decared iseff exemgr (I the sutforty had 2 fmdsd assurance

I revew of 1s 202425 AGAR tick “not covered) A

L e suthcriy publshed he required ricrmation on 3 websselwebgege up to date 3t the tme of the | 7
mimmal 2udht N avcordance with the refevant legisition '

M. Iy the rear covered oy he AGAR the autherily covrectly prowded %o a penod for the exsmise of ) 0 -
pubiic nghis 35 caquired Dy e Accounts ard At Reguistons (Currg ihe 202826 AGAR percd 7
wers publlc rghts n revation © the 202428 AGAR eviderced by 3 notiva on the weosits ancicr !

' autherly approved mmutes corfinning e detes el
5N,%MWMWNMWEMMSAGAR f
385 AGAR Page | Guitercs Moies) =t

'o.wmmmwmmmmammmwﬂgm@uwm ¥ -

| complance o
'\ P. {For local councils onfy) : y
! Trus urds dnciuding chandatie: - The towrcl met 48 rssporsdifies s 3 Tustee # §

Fanmmmwwmmmmmmmnmﬁmmmsmsm
Cotals; remal 3Ll srderigasn Mame of persor ang mared out the mitemal sudit
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowladge as the mambers of:

. Market Drayton Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accotnting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

prepared its accounting statemenis in accordance
| with the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.

1. We have put in place arangements for effective financlal
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting staternents.

miade proper arrangasments and accepled rasponsibility

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control !
including measures dasigned to pravent and detect fraud / far safaguarding the public money and resources in
and carruption and reviewead its effectiveness. S its charge.

3. Wa have assured ourselves that there are no matters ' | fias anly dane what 1t has the legal power fo do and fias
of actual or patential non-complizncs with laws, | compiled with Proper Pracices in daing so.
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a i

significant financial effect on the ability of this
zuthority to conduct fts business or manage is

finances. [
IR
during the year gava all persons intarested the apportunily (G

4. \We provided praper opportunity during the year for
the axercise of slzctors’ rights in accordance with the { inspect ang ask quastions shout this authorily’s accatifs.
requirernents of the Accaunts and Audit Regulations. 4 J

'{'5. \We carried out an zssessmenl of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and ather risks It

| authority and ook appropriate steps to manags those / faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the intreduction of internal cenfrals and/or
external insurarce cover where required. WP |

6. Wa maintained throughout the year an adequalz and | arranged for a compstent persan, independent of ifie financial
affactive system of internal audit af the aecourting ¥ conirals and procadures, lo give an objective view on whether
racords and control systems. | i I internal conirols mest the neads of this smaller avihority.

7. \Ws took appropriaie action on all matters rdised i ( i | rasponted to matters broughit to its aftenilon by internal and
in reports from internal and external audit Y4 |extemal sudit

ﬁ ‘ disclosed sverything i should have abaut ils husiness achvity

8. e considered whetner any litigation, liabifities or
commitments, events or iransactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on (
this autherity and, where appropriate, have included them :
in the accounting statements.

g, (For local councils only) Trust funds including

| charitable. [n our capacity as the sols managing
| trustes we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent

during the year insluding events taking place after the year
and if relevant.

has mat =il of its responsibiliies where, as a body
carporats, it is 2 sole managing iustes of 2 looal
trust or trusts.

examination or audit. o

10, We have put in place arrangaments for the effective T fhas made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
and data managament in accardance with proper f management and has complied with propar practices in
practices during the year under review. __j____|domgso.

*Please provide explanations to the external audifor on a separate shaet for eact “No* response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

Signad by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

This Annual Governance Statemeant was appraved at a
approval was givan:

meeting of the authority on:

21/05/2026 |
Chair W\-——:’{“

and recerded as minute reference:

18.C - B Whosmer

https://www.marketdrayton.gov.uk

=1
s
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for
- Market Drayton Town Gounally: s

1. Balances brought Tolal balancas and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward as-racardad in the finapclal resards. Value must agree
fo.Box 7 of préviaus year. )

|| Ttal amiount of pracept for for IDBs rates and levies)

4\ recsived or raceivable in the year. Exclude any grants

.|| received.

| Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook fess

84| the precept or ratesfievies recelved (line 2). Include any

| grants recsived.

| Total expenditure ar payments made fo and en behalf

«| of all employess. lnclude gross salaries and wages,

== | employers NI coniributions, employers pension

.| contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
ol | Totalexpendituré or payments of capital and interest
2| made during the ysar on the authority’s barrowings (if any).

Z (+'} Precept or Rates and i
Levies A

3. (+) Total ather receipts

4. (-) Staff costs

4. {-) Loan interast/capital
repayments

| Total sxpendifure or payments as racorded in the cash-

6. (-) All other payments : iy
B beok less staff casts (ine 4) and loan interest/capital
BSOS SR e .| rapayments (line 4).
7. (=) Balances carried b Tota) bafances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 873,440 782,800 must equal (1+2+3) - (4:5+6).

8. Total value of cash and [~ B | 2 | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments | 852,207| . T747,342| noldings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
‘ A W | Te agree with bank reconciliation.
| The value of all the property the autharity owns — it is made
34| up of all its fixed assels and fong term invesiments as at
| 31 Mareh.
10. Total borrowings B b ol The aufstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
#_‘ : Bsﬂﬁlﬂ el 41000 from third parties (including PWLB).

9, Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assels

For Local Councils Only

Far guidance refér fo the Praciiffoners’ Guide seclions 2.31 t0 2.33.

11 Do the figures in the
'gccounting  statements  abave
exclude any trust transactions?

—teerfify thatfor the year ended 31 \arch-2026 the Accounting ™ T eanfirm that fiese Accounting Stalements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Acceuntability approved by this authority an this dafe:

Retum have been prepared cn either a receipts and payments
or income and expendilure basis fallowing the guidance in 21/05/2026
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Autharities — a i
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Respansible Financial Officer before being R
presented to the authority for approval, 19.C

as recorded in minute refarenca:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements werggzjiff:{

Annual Governance and Acceuntability Return 2025/28 Form 3
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Market Drayfon Town Council - SHO115

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our respansibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is sat out by the National Audit Office (NAD). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and

Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the

Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — hitps:/Awww.nag.org. uiico git-
ractice/auidance-and-information-for-auditarsé

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a saund

system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Praoper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2028; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

Except for the matters reported below, an the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Acaountability Retum (AGAR),
in our apinion the infarmation in Sections 1 and 2 of tha AGAR Is In accordance with Proper Practices and no cther matters have come to our
attentlon giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:
The smaller authority has confirmied that it is not a sole managing trustee. Therefore, the response to Section 2, Box 11 isincorract
and should be "Yas".

Qther matters not affecting our apinion which wa draw to the attention of the authority:

The smallzr authority has nat been able to provide evidence of the cansideration of the independence of the internal auditor upon aspointment.
In accordance with the Practitioner’s Guide Paragraph 4.11 it is considered best practice to review the independence of the internal auditar an

an annuzl basis.

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31

March 2026,
External Auditor Name

T LEJOHNLLP , e
External Auditor Signature PEELITTLETORN LLP Date 51 27
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