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Shropshire Council Update
Shropshire Wellbeing and Navigation Network (SWANN)
Residents can now refer themselves directly to the Shropshire Wellbeing and Navigation Network (SWANN), making it easier to access early and practical support before problems become more serious.
SWANN is available to adults aged 18 and over and brings together a range of services offering support with areas including wellbeing, independence, mental health, social isolation, daily living skills and support following a hospital stay. A family member or unpaid carer can also help someone to make a referral.
The service has been running since April and has already supported hundreds of people across Shropshire. Residents can find out more and make a self-referral through the Shropshire Council website.
Changes to Planning Applications
From 31st October, new Government rules will change the way planning applications are referred to planning committees across England.
One of the most significant changes is that an objection or a request from a ward councillor, town council or parish council will no longer automatically provide a route for an application to be considered by a planning committee. Instead, applications will need to meet a nationally prescribed gateway test.
Residents, councillors and parish councils will still be able to support, object to or comment on planning applications and material planning considerations such as highways, flooding, heritage, ecology, landscape, residential amenity and planning policy will continue to be considered.
Shropshire Council already operates an agenda-setting process to determine which applications should go before committee and this will be developed into the new formal gateway process.
New Local Plan
Shropshire Council has formally begun the process of preparing its new Local Plan and has now passed through ‘Gateway 1’ under the Government’s new Local Plan arrangements.
This marks the beginning of a 30-month plan preparation process. The recent scoping consultation received more than 800 responses from residents and organisations across Shropshire. These are now being assessed and will help inform the next stages of the plan.
The Local Plan will play an important role in determining how Shropshire grows and develops over the coming years and there will be further opportunities for communities to engage as the work progresses.
Children Achieving and Thriving in Education
Shropshire Council has endorsed a new three-year Children Achieving and Thriving in Education Strategy, which is being rolled out from September 2026.
The strategy focuses on educational achievement, safeguarding, attendance, behaviour, inclusion and provision for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
It will sit alongside the council’s wider children’s transformation programme, with an increased emphasis on prevention and collaboration between services. This includes improving the number of children starting school having reached their developmental milestones and supporting children and young people with SEND in mainstream education wherever possible.


Market Drayton Specific/General Updates

1. Flooding in Cheshire Street – Reported and we have been in dialogue with the relevant teams to get the remedy assessed and added to the correct work schedule. Ongoing.

2. Shrewsbury Road and Shropshire Street – We have become increasingly about the state of Shrewsbury Road and Shropshire Street – written to Highways to push for it to be included in the capital program moving forward.

3. Bus shelter work – has restarted and now continues at pace.

4. Safety outside The Grove – Meetings have taken place with officers to discuss improved safety outside of the Grove. Should dovetail into Active Travel initiatives. Ongoing

5. Parking charge review – There is an ongoing parking charge review across the board. We will keep MDTC updated as and when we get the details

6. Pathway obstruction on Cheshire Street – Recent issues with pathway obstruction on Cheshire street have been re-addressed again with responsible parties and the relevant officers and teams at SC. Monitoring the situation to see if the matter has finally been addressed to everyone’s satisfaction.

7. Rural fibre provision – (outside town boundary) – No available provider apart from Airband (in available areas).

8. Walkmill Meadows maintenance – meeting with relevant parties for initial chat early November – Awaiting confirmed dates.
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